[The astacin family of metalloproteinases].
The review deals with the properties of astacin family of zinc-dependent metalloproteinases. One of the remarkable features of these enzymes is their ability to cleave peptidyl-arylamides, which is not typical to other metalloproteinases. Special attention is paid to physiological functions of the astacins and to the influence of domain composition and posttranslational modifications on the activity and stability of these enzymes.